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God has prom ised to fill the earth with His glory. He will do so
through His Son, and those who by faith fol low His Son. They are chil dren
of prom ise who have sepa rated them selves from eve ry thing else to be
wholly iden ti fied with Him. They are the fruit of God’s prom ise to Abra -
ham to bless all na tions through a seed, a de scen dent of Abra ham. This pro -
mise was not sim ply a mat ter of ge ne al ogy but of spiri tual life, for the
prom ised seed is the Son of God, Is rael’s Mes siah. Through faith in Him
the chil dren of prom ise be come chil dren of God (Ga la tions 3:16, 29).

. . . For they are not all Is rael who are de scended from Is rael; nor
are they all chil dren be cause they are Abra ham’s de scen dants, . . .
That is, it is not the chil dren of the flesh who are chil dren of God, but 
the chil dren of the prom ise are re garded as de scen dants. (Ro mans
9:6-8)

All be gins in God’s cove nant made with Abra ham (Ga la tians 3:6-9). 
Ful fill ment of God’s prom ises has over the years been marked by con flict
be tween flesh and the Spirit. How ever, the glory of God can only come
through the Holy Spirit. For that rea son, it is nec es sary to sepa rate what is
flesh from what is Spirit. The fol low ing ten ob ser va tions help to dis tin -
guish is sues of the Spirit and is sues of the flesh.

1. When the na tion of Is rael did not walk right eously in the Abra ha mic
cove nant, God gave to her the cove nant of the Law (Ga la tions 3:15-19).
The ini tial cove nant of prom ise was not set aside. The pur pose of the Law
was not to ex press God’s ho li ness; it was given to re veal the ut ter sin ful -
ness of man’s heart (Ro mans 7:5-7; 1 Timo thy 1:9-10). Flesh must be seen
as flesh!

2. The na tion of Is rael is not for ever lost be cause she re jected her Mes siah
at His first ad vent. After the time of the Gen tiles comes to a ful ness, the



grace and mercy of God will again touch the na tion of Is rael and she will be 
saved (Ro mans 11:1-27). The church would not be com plete with out this
rem nant of the Jew ish people.

3. Is rael will be saved when she re ceives the Lord Je sus Christ as her Mes -
siah. At this time, she will rec og nize that the old cove nant of the Law has
passed away and is now re placed by the new cove nant, in which the laws of 
God will be put in their minds and writ ten in their hearts by the Holy Spirit
(He brews 8:7-13). They will then un der stand that the Law had been given
to them as a tu tor, to re veal their sin and so pre pare them for their Mes siah
(Ga la tians 3:24-25).

4. The church did not re place Is rael. She is a ful fill ment and con tinua tion
of the Abra ha mic cove nant. Christ, head of the church, is the prom ised
seed through whom all of God’s bless ings come. He is where the chil dren
of prom ise have their iden tity.

5. Saved Is rael will rec og nize that her call ing by God was ir revo ca ble; the
prom ise made to her in the Abra ha mic cove nant is now be ing ful filled in
Mes siah, the seed prom ised to Abra ham. The bless ings on Gen tile na tions
are be ing ful filled through their faith in the Jew ish Mes siah (Ro mans
11:11-12; Ga la tians 3:8, 14, 29). He has ful filled all of the Abra ha mic
cove nant in the new cove nant through His death, bur ial and res ur rec tion.
Since the cross, no one can be come a child of God apart from faith in Him.

For Christ is the end of the law for right eous ness to eve ry one who
be lieves. (Ro mans 10:4)

6. Tran si tion from the old to new cove nants in volves re plac ing com mit -
ments to ob serve days, foods, feasts and de crees with the spiri tual re al ity of 
what these tra di tions fore shad owed. All were ful filled in Mes si ah’s sac ri -
fice. The fol low ing are some ex am ples:

OLD COVENANT SHADOW NEW COVENANT REALITY

Physi cal Circumcision Heart Circumcision

Feast of Passover The Com mun ion Service

Feast of Pentecost Bap tism in the Holy Spirit

The Sabbath En ter ing into God’s Rest

Le viti cal Priesthood Priest hood of all Believers

The High Priest The Lord Je sus Christ

Com mand ments of the Law
The Law of the Spirit of Life in

Christ Je sus
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7. God’s pur pose in the new cove nant is to bring forth a peo ple of the Spirit
for Him self from all na tions.

. . . the Gen tiles are fel low heirs and fel low mem bers of the body, and 
fel low par tak ers of the prom ise in Christ Je sus through the gos pel.
(Ephe si ans 3:6)

God has de scribed the chil dren of prom ise through scrip ture in the
fol low ing ways: as a fam ily of sons who are con formed to the im age of
Christ; as a bride for His Son; as a house or dwell ing place for His rest. The
Lord and His peo ple are also re ferred to as the body of Christ or as “one
new man.” His pur pose for them is cur rently in prog ress but will not be fin -
ished un til the re turn of Christ. At that time, the chil dren of prom ise re ceive 
their glo ri fied bod ies; they will then have com pleted their adop tion as sons
of God (Ro mans 8:23). They will no longer have con flict be tween flesh
and the Spirit.

8. Af ter the church was birthed by the Holy Spirit among Jew ish be liev ers,
it grew rap idly as many Gen tiles came to faith in Christ. Over the years that 
fol lowed many Gen tile prac tices be gan to change the na ture of the church
from an or gan ism of the Spirit into hi er ar chi cal struc tures that were pat -
terned af ter Gen tile busi ness and mili tary or gani za tions. This in tro duced
con flicts be tween flesh and Spirit that con tinue un til to day in the church.

Con flict be tween flesh and Spirit is also mani fest in some Mes si anic
con gre ga tions. Jew ish be liev ers have be come chil dren of prom ise through
faith in Mes siah, but are put un der pres sure from lead ers to keep the Law.
Scrip ture de scribes this con flict of two op tions by the fol low ing al le gory
(Ga la tians 4:21-29):

• Flesh - Ish mael (son of a bondwoman), Mount Si nai, cove nant of the 
Law, the pres ent Je ru sa lem in Is rael, bond age.

• Spirit - Isaac (son of prom ise), faith in Mes siah, the New Cove nant,
the New Je ru sa lem in heaven, free dom.

The con flict comes in the choice be tween free dom that is of fered in
Christ, and bond age that comes from an ob li ga tion to keep the Law.

9. Chil dren of prom ise are to con duct them selves ac cord ing to the new tes -
ta ment. The fol low ing are some im por tant guide lines:

• The Lord Je sus Christ must be kept cen tral in all that is taught and
done. Their iden tity is solely in Him.

• Be liev ers are re spon si ble to walk in all new tes ta ment truth. There is
not one body of truth for Gen tiles and an other body for Jews.
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• Be liev ers are to avoid in flu ences of the world; they are to be led by
the Holy Spirit.

• The proper cor po rate fo cus is the one body of Christ. Be liev ers
should avoid com mit ments to re lig ious in sti tu tions and their agen -
das.

• Be liev ers must avoid be ing “lone- rangers.” They are part of a cor -
porate whole and they need none an other.

• Be liev ers should avoid any thing that weak ens unity in the body of
Christ. There will be no glory where there is dis unity. True unity will 
pre serve the great di ver sity that ex ists among the chil dren of prom -
ise (John 17:22).

10. The fire of God will test the qual ity of what be liev ers have built upon
the foun da tion of Christ (1 Cor in thi ans 3:11-15). Works of the flesh will be
burned up. When lead ers build lo cal churches to func tion as an in sti tu tion
rather than as a spiri tual body un der the head ship of Christ, they are build -
ing with wood, hay and straw. When Mes si anic lead ers build and teach
con gre ga tions to ex press their faith by keep ing old cove nant tra di tions and
life style in order to pre serve their Jew ish iden tity, they also are build ing
with wood, hay and straw. Their iden tity should be in Mes siah, not in the
Law. Like Paul, the apos tle, Jew ish be liev ers need to die to the Law so they
can live to God (Ga la tians 2:19). God sees His peo ple as new crea tions in
the Spirit, not as Jew and Gen tile.

A fi nal end- time har vest of souls lies be fore us. This har vest will be
great be cause God’s glory will rise upon His peo ple (Isaiah 60:1-3). We are 
liv ing in a gra cious day of shak ing and res to ra tion as God deals with is sues
of flesh and Spirit in the church. It is a time of great prom ise!
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